SPEECH OF DIRECTOR, CASS-INDIA

Good morning Ladies and Gentlemen, distinguished experts and honorable guests.
Before I start my introductory note I would like to welcome you all and convey my highest regards to H E Purnomo Yusgiantoro, the Minister of Defence, Republic of Indonesia and H.E Air Chief Marshall Djoko Suyanto, Coordinating Minister for Legal, Political and Security Affairs, Republic of Indonesia, for agreeing to grace the occasion despite having a busy schedule.

I also extend a warm welcome to Admiral Kent Sondakh, who is the former Chief of Indonesian Navy. 

On behalf of the organizers which include CASS-India, IODAS and IMS, I once again extend my warm welcome to all of you as you have come to this seminar despite the day being declared as a holiday. 

Indeed, the date for the seminar was decided much before the election date for Jakarta Governor, therefore we could not change it as it would have interfered with the logistics and our already finalized program. 

In fact, India and Indonesia are not strangers to each other. It goes back to thousands of years of interactions which our forefathers had once upon a time forged with each other. Since then it is a long journey. Both the nations have faced tests of history from time to time. This cultural bond has never made me to think that I am in a foreign country, although I need a visa to come to Indonesia.  I saw this beautiful country way back in 2000 and can relate to lot of cultural and civilization links that exist even today between the two countries.     

Now, as you could see in the backdrop about the title of this international seminar “Peace, Stability in the SCS and Asia Pacific: ASEAN Unity and regional power engagement in the region”, it clearly suggests what we are going to discuss today. 

Indeed, South China Sea dispute and Asia Pacific maritime issues are being regarded as hot topics across the continents involving political leaders, foreign policy experts, military strategists, strategic community and others. 
Certainly, CASS-India which has long been working on various conflict resolution mechanisms on Asian and African issues, can contribute to Asia-Pacific region as well.

This seminar is an initiative to bring new ideas as it is important to discuss issues involving South China Sea which has the potentiality to flare up and result in as a zone of conflict, if timely steps are not taken.

In this regard ASEAN Unity, engagement with China and contributing role of other powers having substantial influence and interests in the region will be helpful. Since Asia is the driver of world economy today, any instability will create problems and will have chain reactions effect. 
As we know the best way to reach an agreement on any dispute can ultimately be achieved through negotiations and understanding, CASS-India and IODAS and IMS have taken the initiative together to bring new conflict resolution methodologies which can be helpful to resolve the SCS dispute through various debates and inter plays. I am sure this will contribute to various ongoing initiatives already taken by ASEAN, individual countries and other relevant bodies working on this subject. 

I am sure all this will give lot of stimulation and food for thought to all those who are working on this vital topic or keeping interests in this international issue. Before we start this important event, let me tell you few words about CASS-India.

Indeed, CASS-India is a privately run independent think tank having a history of 12 long successful years and it is based in New Delhi, India. During this period we have organized several international conferences in various parts of Asia and Africa and hosted dozens of domestic events in India from time to time. Today, CASS-India is having MoUs with 14 governments and 22 MoUs with various international institutes in the Afro-Asian region.  

In fact, CASS-India is now part of Stratcore Group which is a premier Asian outfit for information, research and consultancy. The Stratcore Group has four divisions - Research division (CASS-India), Consultancy division (Stratcore India), publication division (Strategic Affairs) and website division (New Warfare). I would request you all to visit our website and get more information about what we do and who we are. This seminar has drawn its resources from all the four divisions of Stratcore Group. 
I would like to thank our local partners IODAS and IMS for extending necessary help at a short time. My special thanks to Ms Connie Rahakundini Bakrie and her staff for working hard to make this event a significant one. I would also like to thank Ms Shalini Pandey and officials of CASS-India and IODAS and IMS who worked tirelessly and provided tremendous amount of support and enthusiasm to make this event a reality. 

In the past, CASS-India has focused on geo-political issues involving South Asia, West Asia, Central Asia and parts of Africa. But now we have decided to focus on Asia–Pacific region to expand our areas of activities. In this regard to host various seminars, workshops on issues involving Asia-Pacific region is a natural choice. This is, indeed, our second seminar in Jakarta as we have hosted conferences starting from Indonesia, Malaysia and Cambodia as part of our Asia-Pacific campaign and again returning to Indonesia for a similar event. Indonesia’s role is important for a stable and strong ASEAN and Indonesia has provided leadership in the past in critical times. Thus, it is desirable in the same direction that Indonesia plays a significant role in the region.
Meanwhile, all our seminar papers presented by various experts are available on our website www.cassindia.com for free downloads. 
Apart from Excellencies and distinguished guests from Indonesia, we also have eminent speakers for this seminar drawn from various countries. While there are eight prominent speakers from Indonesia, we also have speakers in the panel from India, China, Thailand, Vietnam, Singapore and Australia. 

I also extend a warm welcome to all of them who have presented their papers despite their tight schedule. 
I am sure as the day will progress we will have more fruitful interactions and meaningful discussions on this topic.
I thank you all once again for your attention.

